John Donne Primary School
Woods Road, Peckham, SE15 2SW

Friday 3rd September 2021
Dear parents and carers,
I hope you are all well and have managed to enjoy a break over the summer.
We are really looking forward to welcoming children back to school from Monday 6th September. This
letter will give you the key information you need in light of the lifting of COVID-19 restrictions.
Keeping school safe
You will know that during recent weeks most COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted across the country
and the vaccination programme has been rolled out. We will still be taking actions to keep children and
adults safe in school:
●
●
●
●

Frequent hand washing
Enhanced cleaning
Good ventilation
Limiting the number of visitors to our school office

Start and end of the school day
We will no longer be operating a staggered start and end to the school day.
● The school gate will be open from 8:45am until 9:00am in the morning to drop off your child/ren.
● The school gate will be open from 3:15pm until 3:30pm to pick up your child/ren.
We will still be operating a one-way system in the playground so please enter the playground using Gate
B and exit using either Gate A or Gate C (see picture below). There will be members of staff in the
playground to help you find your way.
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Uniform and equipment
Children should be dressed in school uniform and will need to bring in a bottle of water with their name
on. Please, as always, make sure all clothing and equipment has your child’s name on it.
School office
We are still aiming to reduce the number of parents and visitors entering the school building so the
school office will be open during the following times:
● 8:45am - 9:15am
● 3:15pm - 3:45pm
In order to keep everyone safe, the school office will be open for a maximum of 2 parents at a time.
Should you want to come into our school office outside of these times, please call to make an
appointment.
General COVID guidance
Please keep your child at home if they present with any of the following COVID-19 symptoms (even if
the symptoms are mild):
● a high temperature
● a new, continuous cough
● loss or change to taste and/or smell
If they present with any of these symptoms, please let us know and then get a PCR test to determine if
they have the virus. If the test is positive, they must stay at home for the full 10 days.
Anyone aged 18 or under will no longer need to self-isolate if they are identified as a close contact of
someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 but will need to have received a negative PCR test
themselves.
You must still self-isolate if:
● you have tested positive for COVID-19 (even if you have been vaccinated)
● you have symptoms of COVID-19, while you wait for the results of a PCR test
● or you are told by NHS Test and Trace that you’ve been in contact with a person with COVID-19
and you are not fully vaccinated (18 years or over).
The process of contact tracing COVID-19 cases in schools has now moved to NHS Test and Trace. This
means that we will not be informing you directly if your child has been a close contact. You will be
informed directly from NHS Test and Trace.
I am really looking forward to seeing you all next week and hope that you have a great weekend.
Warm wishes,

Jo Rooney
Headteacher

